PLACES   IN   THE   SUN
every one of Captain Eden's, or with all his conclusions,
but we shall at least agree that he is a shrewd observer. . . .'
e I am convinced,' the Prime Minister added, ' that for the
development of our great inheritance on right lines there
is no factor so important as co-operation based on mutual
knowledge, and there is no adequate substitute for the
knowledge which comes from travel and personal contact.
Only by getting together can we understand and appreciate
each other's point of view; and for none is it more impor-
tant than for members of our Legislature to acquire this
first-hand knowledge." The whole of Eden's career has
borne witness to this generous, if typical Baldwinian senti-
ment; but Baldwin was never able to take his own advice
to the full, and never got nearer to Geneva than Aix-les-
Bains.
Eden's grand tour was with the sun, across Canada, then
from Vancouver to New Zealand by way of Honolulu
and Fiji; then to Australia, to which the main body of
the book is devoted, ending with a highly coloured and
effective vignette of Ceylon. At the very beginning of his
introduction he emphasizes the outlook round which the
whole controversy over his idealism has centred, but which
has none the less been the secret of his dizzy ascent to
power. So without ' but * or ' if *—c the twentieth cen-
tury is a century of world politics. The fencings of the
nineteenth century, admirably adapted to the pages of a
history-book, are broken down. We can cozen ourselves
no longer. The politics of the Pacific are not one whit less
important to Great Britain than the politics of the English
Channel. We have to stretch our text-books. The world is
the British people's stage; we have to span it and to focus
it. Even in these days of easy and rapid travel the task is
not inconsiderable.' This is as much a statement of fact
and faith as Adolf Hitler's belief in Race; and it must be
confessed that Eden has based his career upon it with a
similarly intense consistency.
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